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Amendments to the Claims 
This listing of claims replaces all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the above- 
identified applicatioB: 

1 . (Previott$ly Presented) A method of preparing a coating composition, comprising tiie 
steps of: 

combining an amine and an epoxy material in the presence of a reactive diluent 
comprising at least one methaciylate compound to provide a composition comprising an 
advanced molecular weight epoxy-amine material and a reactive diluent; 
making an aqueous dispersion of the composition; and 
polymerizing the reactive diluent to provide the coating composition. 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Origiiial) The method of claim 1. wherein the step of making the aqueous dispersion 
comprises combining the composition with an acid. 

4. (Previously Presented) Tlie method of claim 1 , wherein the epoxy material is derived 
&om Bisphenol A and epichlorohydrin* 

5. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the epoxy material is dissolved 
or dispersed in the reactive diluent. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the epoxy-amine material has residual epoxy 
iunctionality. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 6, further comprising the step of: 

reacting the epoxy-amine material having residual epoxy functionality with an active 
hydrogen compound or precursor. 
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8. . (Original) Tlie method of claim 7, wherein the step of reacting is carried out before the 
step of making the aqueom disp^ion. 

9. (Currently Amended) [[A]]The method of ciaim 7. p reparing a c n atiHg fA>i»p miffnn- 
compiising the atcps uf, 

ma king an aqueous disper&ion cf a compositi o n c e mjpii&ing aii advanced molceulai ' 
weight epoxy-aminc material liaving r e sidual cp o xy functionality and a reactive diluent; 

polymciizkig the leatdve dilu e nt t o p r ovide th e coating oomp o gi t ien; and 

r eacting th e cpox y^amme mateilal liaving ic&iJual epoxy fimc t i o nali t y with an activ e 
hydi ' ogen c o mpound o r preem ' ∨ 

wherein the step of reacting is carried out after die step of making the aqueous 
dispersion. 

1 0. (Currently Amended) [[A]]The method of claim 7, p repaiiiie a t:LQating f^ im p n ci t mn^ 
comprismg the stL.p6 u f. 

making £ ui aqucouA dispe r sion of a c o mposition comprising an advanced molecular 
weight epuxy-aminc material lidvlng residual cpoxy fmicti o nall t y and a Acacti ve diluent; - 

polymerizing the l e active diluent Lu yiovfid e th e c o ating composition; and 

reacting tlic cpoxy-amin e mata ' lal having iCMdual epojiy functionali t y with an activ e 
hydr o gen compound o r p r ecursor; 

wherem the step of reacting is carried out after the step of polymerizmg the reactive 

diluent. 

1 1 . (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherem the coating composition further comprises a 
crosslinker. 

) 2. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the aqueous dispersion further comprises a 
surfactant. 
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13. (Origiadl) The method of claim 3, wherein the composition is combined with a 
surfactant before combining the composition with the acid. 

14. (Origiiial) The method of claim 3, wherein the acid is an aqueous acid. 

1 5. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the step of making the aqueous dispersion 
comprises: 

combining the composition with an acid to provide an acidified composition; and 
combining the acidified composition with m aqueous liquid. 

1 6. (Original) The method of claim 1 5, wherein the aqueous liquid further comprises a 
surfactant 

1 7. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the reactive diluent comprises a 
multifunctiona] material. 

18. (Currently Amended) [[A]]ae method of claim 1, further ti inpaiin^ a umLh i t; 
composition^ comprising the [[steps]] step of: 

making an aqncous dispe r sion o f a compositi o n comprising an advanced m o ltculai 
weight e poxy-amin et natx^x ' ial and a re ac t ive diluent; 

adding an additional reactive diluent before the p olymerizin g step^^ and 
p o lymciiAmg llic reactiv e diluent t o provide Hi t coating eompo stttonr 

19- (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the reactive diluent is polymerized by firee 
radical polymerization. 

20- (Original) The method of claim I, wherein the coating composition further comprises a 
solvent 
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21 . (Ciirredtly Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the coating composition is 
selected from the group consisting of a packaging coatixxg compositioii, an anticoirosive coadng 
composition, a stain blocker coating composition, a paper coating composition, a cement board 
coating composition, a fiberboard coating composition, and combinations thereof. 

22. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the coating composition is substantially £:ee 
of solvent. 

23 . (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the coating composition has a volatile 
organic compound content of at most 0.2 kilograms per liter of solids. 

24. (Original) The metiiodofclaim 3, wherein the coating composition has a volatile 
organic compound content, excluding acid, of at most 02 kilograms per liter of solids. 

25. (Original) A coating composition prepared according to tiie method of claim 1 . 

(Original) A method of coating an article comprising the steps of: 
applying a coating composition prepared according to the method of claim 1 to an article; 

hardening the coating composition to provide a coated article. 

27. (Original) The method ofclaim 26, wherein the coating composition further comprises 
a crosslinker. 

28. (Original) The metliod of claim 26, further comprising the step of heating the coated 
article to provide a crosslinked coating. 

29. (Original) The method of claim 26, wherein the step of applying comprises applying the 
coating composition by an electro coat process^ 



26. 
and 
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30. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 wherein the at least one methaciylate 
compound comprises butyl methacrylate. 

31. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 30 wherein the reactive diluent further 
comprises dt least one vinyl compoimd. 

32. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 3 1 iirfierein the at least one vinyl 
compound comprises styrene. 

33. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 32 wherein at least 7.5% by weight and at 
most 80% by weight reactive diluent is used, based on the total combmed weight of epoxy 
material, amine, and reactive diluent. 

34. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 33 wherein at least 15% by weight and at 
most 50% by weight reactive diluent is used, based on the total combined weight of epoxy 
material, amincj and reactive diluent 
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